
Christian campaigner vows to fight his sacking from Lib Dems

Archbishop challenges world leaders 
on ‘slow motion’ genocide in Nigeria
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“One of the things I have 
found most irritating 

over the years has been 
when bishops and other 

senior figures in the 
Church make clear  

their views only after  
they have retired.” 
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David Campanale, a former award-winning 
BBC reporter and director of evangelical aid 
agency, Tear Fund, is fighting against a 
campaign of bullying in the Liberal 
Democrat party which has led to his de-
selection as a Lib Dem Parliamentary 
Candidate.

He confirmed to The Church of England 
Newspaper that he was appealing the 
decision to deselect him for the marginal 
constituency of Sutton and Cheam and could 
make no further comment while the process 
was underway.

He told GB News: “I’m still in a state of 
shock that this can happen in politics today…. 

Some people are Christian, get over it.”
He said that when activists discovered that 

he had Christian beliefs they argued that the 
Lib Dems was a secular party and objected to 
his views on issues like abortion and marriage. 
Mr Campanale helped uncover China’s 
persecution of Muslim Uighurs and has been 
a Lib Dem Councillor for many years. He has 
pointed to the religious faith of many 
prominent Lib Dem politicians including 
Shirley Williams, Charles Kennedy, and Tim 
Farron. Tim Farron resigned as  leader of the 
Lib Dems in 2017 stating that he had become 
“torn between living as a faithful Christian 
and serving as a political leader.”
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The Archbishop of Nigeria 
challenged religious and political 
leaders to support Christians in 
the midst of a wave of ‘genocide’ 
throughout Africa but especially 
in the north of his country.

Archbishop Henry Ndukuba 
challenged the Indonesian R20 
Forum of religious leaders, in 
advance of this month’s G20 
meeting, on the threat of Islamist 
extremists. “Nigeria is now one of 
the most dangerous countries to 
be a Christian,” he declared.

“Thousands of people have 
been killed by these well-
organized, well-equipped, and 
well-funded extremist groups and 
over 150 villages have been 
sacked. There are over two million 
internally displaced people, and 
thousands more have been 
kidnapped for sex and ransom.

“Churches are forced to pay 
millions of Naira for ransom for 
kidnapped church members, and 
over a dozen pastors have been 
martyred by these extremists. 
This is in addition to the hundreds 
of churches that have been 
attacked, bombed, and destroyed. 

We live daily in great trepidation.”
He said the world was not 

listening to the victims. “Even 
when the UK All Party 
Parliamentary Group on religious 
freedom reported that Nigerian 
Christians are facing genocide in 
slow motion, the West insists that 
this is just a matter of tribal 
clashes between pastoralists and 
farmers, both fighting for scarce 
economic resources caused by 
climate change. “Politically 
correct disinformation seems to 
be strategically pushed forward 
by Nigerian politicians and other 
groups who benefit from these 
undeclared massacres through 
various corrupt monetary and 
security budgets and the 
perpetuation of a radical ideology.”

For the first time ever, the G20 
meeting in Indonesia (November 
15-16) is formally considering 
how the world’s major religions 
should be involved in addressing 
urgent global issues.

This unprecedented process 
was initiated by the G20 Religion 
Forum, or R20, a main event of 
the G20 Summit officially 

recognized by the Indonesian 
government, which holds the 
Presidency of the G20 this year.

The R20 Summit took place in 
Nusa Dua, Bali on November 2-3 
and was officially opened by the 
President of Indonesia, Joko 
Widodo. It was co-chaired by 
Kyai Haji Yahya Cholil Staquf, the 
General Chairman of Indonesia’s 
Nahdlatul Ulama, the world’s 
largest Muslim organization, and 
Shaykh Mohammad bin 
Abdulkarim Al-Issa, the Secretary 
General of the Muslim World 
League. Under their leadership, 
the R20 is mobilizing global 
religious and political leaders to 
ensure that religion serves as a 
genuine and dynamic solution, 
and not a source of problems, in 
the 21st century. The R20’s 
primary stated goal was to prevent 
identity issues from being used as 
weapons; to limit the spread of 
group hate; protect communities 
from violence and encourage 
honest discussion in religious 
communities about the past and 
current failures.
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Religious leaders 
bring religion to  
G20 Conference

Striving to Ensure that Religion Functions 
as a Source of Global Solutions

“The R20 seeks to promote mutual 
understanding, a culture of peace, 
and harmonious co-existence 
among the world’s diverse peoples, 
religions, and nations. In pursuit of 
this objective, the R20 is mobilizing 
religious, social, economic, and 
political leaders from throughout 
the world to ensure that religion 
functions as a genuine and dynamic 
source of solutions, rather than 
problems.

“…the R20 calls upon religious 
and political leaders and people of 
goodwill of every faith and nation 
to join in building a global alliance 
founded upon shared civilizational 
values.

 “The R20, through this global 
alliance, seeks to:

• develop and implement concrete
initiatives that will build
bridges between nations and
civilizations;

• encourage honest and realistic
conversation within and between
religious communities, in order
to ensure that religion functions
as a genuine and dynamic
source of solutions, rather than
problems;

• infuse the world’s social, political,
and economic power structures
with moral and spiritual values;

• prevent the political
weaponization of identity;

• curtail the spread of communal
hatred;

• promote solidarity and respect
among the diverse peoples,
cultures, and nations of the
world;

• safeguard human beings
from violence and suffering
precipitated by conflict;

• call upon the world to actively
assist those who are suffering the
consequences of such violence;

• harness the wisdom of spiritual
ecology embedded within the
world’s religious traditions
to ensure respect for, and
preservation of, the natural
environment, including the
elements of earth, air, and water;

• foster the emergence of a truly
just and harmonious world
order, founded upon respect for
the equal rights and dignity of
every human being; and

• secure recognition of the R20
as an official G20 Engagement
Group.”

Religious leaders launch ecology initiative at R20 summit. From left to 
right: KH. Jadul Maula, Chairman of Lesbumi; Swami Bhadreshdas; 
Shaykh Muhammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa; Hindu high priest; C. 
Holland Taylor, CEO, Center for Shared Civilizational Values
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