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BALI, Indo-
nesia – Reli-
gious leaders 
of various faith 
traditions con-
vened on Nov. 
2-3,  2022, in 
Bali, Indone-
sia, for the G20 
Religion (R20) 
International 
Summit of Reli-
gious Leaders.  
The theme of 

the forum was “An International 
Movement for Shared and Spiri-
tual Values.” 

Participants numbering over 
325 representing 33 countries 
participated for two days of reli-
gious dialogue, followed by two 
days in the city of Yogyakarta, on 
the Indonesian island of Java, for 
further discussions and cultural 
exchange.  

The R20 Forum was created to 
leverage the “Group of 20” (G20) 
Summit, an annual gathering 
of the world’s most economi-
cally powerful nations, to help 
ensure that religion in the 21st 
Century functions as a genuine 
and dynamic source of solutions, 
rather than problems.

The R20 was co-hosted by 
Indonesia’s Nahdlatul Ulama 
(NU), the world’s largest Mus-
lim organization with over 120 
million followers, and the Mus-

lim World League (MWL), an 
international Islamic organi-
zation based in Mecca, Saudi 
Arabia. 

The Founding Chairman of 
the R20 is K.H. Yahya Cho-
lil Staquf, General Chairman 
of the NU. The Center for 
Shared Civilizational Values 
(CSCV), whose Deputy Chair-
man and CEO is C. Holland 
Taylor, serves as the R20 Per-
manent Secretariat. The work 
of CSCV is guided by a dis-
tinguished board of advisors 
from across the world’s major 

The G20/R20 Religion Summit held in Bali, Indonesia, Nov. 2-3, 2022, drew 325 participants from 33 countries.
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faith traditions.
“We have been working with 

The Nation’s Mosque (Masjid 
Muhammad) and members of 
the W. Deen Mohammed Com-
munity since 2018, and we’re 

delighted to have a delegation 
from your Community partic-
ipate in the first annual R20 
Summit” said C. Holland Tay-
lor. 

“We are convinced that the 
future of Islam in America is 
intimately connected with 
that of the W. Deen Moham-
med’s Community. And we 
praise God (SWT) for open-
ing the door to cooperation 
between us.”

The most recent develop-
ment from this relationship 
leading up to the forum was 
the hosting of an international 
symposium at Masjid Muham-
mad in the Nation’s Capital, 
Washington, D.C., that cre-
ated a partnership between 
three bodies: The World Evan-
gelical Alliance (WEA) (larg-
est group of protestants in the 
world with over 600 million 
members), the NU, and Mas-
jid Muhammad/The Nation’s 
Mosque. 

Among the members of the 

Brothers Albert and Enrique share in the vast  diverse cultural 
experiences of Indonesia.
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W. Deen Mohammed Commu-
nity in attendance at the G20/
R20 in Indonesia were Albert 
Sabir and Qadir Abdus Salaam 
of Masjid Muhammad, Imam 
Joel Saahir of Winston-Salem, 
N.C., and Imam Enrique Rash-
eed of Oakland, Calif., currently 
living in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

Imam Talib Shareef, Resident 
Imam of the Nation’s Mosque 
who received the official invi-
tation as well as approval for 
the delegation, was unable to 
attend but was asked to submit 
names and a paper for the sum-
mit.

Speakers included Muslim, 
Jewish, Christian, Protestant, 
Catholic, Russian Orthodox, 
LDS, Buddhist, Hindu, Shintu 
and more,  just some  of the 
diverse group of religions  rep-
resented. Indonesia has the 

fourth largest Hindu population 
in the world, with the Hindu 
religion previously dominating 
the country for over 1000 years. 

Opening the Summit was the 
chairman of NU, K.H. Yahya 
Cholil Staquf and Secretary 
General Mohammed Al-Issa of 
MWL. The opening included 
recorded remarks by President 
Joko Widado and renowned 
religious scholar Shaykh Abdul-
lah Bin Bayyah. A letter from 
Pope Francis was read by Arch-
bishop Piero Pioppo, Apostolic 
Nuncio to Indonesia (Holy See).

Having the Forum in Bali 
highlights the strength of Indo-
nesian unity and offers a model 
of cooperation between differ-
ent religions for other diverse 
societies to emulate. Bali, with 
its tropical climate, beautiful 

rice paddies, popular beaches 
and mountainous resorts in its 
luscious rainforests, is one of 
the top tourist destinations in 
the world. 

The islands of Bali and Java 
are both rich with Indonesian 
culture and historical sites. The 
Forum participants were treated 
to experience the cultural her-
itage through theatrical dance 
performances in Bali and vis-
its to an ancient Hindu Temple 
unearthed at the Islamic Uni-
versity Indonesia. 

A visit was scheduled to the 
UNESCO-recognized Boro-
budur Temple in Magelan and 
dinner was served at the site. 
On the final night, Pondok 
Pesantren Pandanaran (Islamic 
boarding school) in Yogyakarta 
also was visited. 

There was an official visit 
to the Royal Palace of King 
Hamengkubuwono of  Yog-

yakarta, hosted by Her Royal 
Highness Crown Princess 
Mangkubumi, where a multi-
ple-course dinner was served – 
“fit for a king!” 

The monarch tradition is still 
very much alive in Indonesia. 
The King also serves as the Gov-
ernor of the modern Yogyakarta 
Special Region. 

“The idea is to have interna-
tional religious leaders gather 
and have honest and straight-
forward conversations regard-
ing two critical topics. First, 
how we can address the prob-
lematic reality of communal 
relationships between different 
religious groups that, in reali-
ty, is still a problem in various 
places in the world,” said Pak 
Yahya of Nahdlatul Ulama. 

“Secondly, how the religious 

Caption needed

leaders can develop a vision 
about religion … infusing the 
noble and spiritual values of the 
religion into the dynamics of 
international politics and the 
economy,” he surmised. 

What makes this a historical 
event is that it is the first time 
a religion forum has been offi-
cially sanctioned as part of the 
G20 Summit. The vision of this 
agenda is to have the G20 Reli-
gion Forum R20 adopted into 
the annual G20 every year as “an 
impartial, inclusive and solu-
tion-oriented forum.”

Statements of Key Figures
“It is important to uphold 

and enhance the harmony 
and peace among religions, 
thus open discussions among 
religions need to be facilitat-
ed,”  said Mohammed bin 
AbdulKarim Al-Issa, Secretary 

General Muslim World League.
“It’s important that religion is 

no longer ‘part of the problem’ 
but is ‘the solution to the prob-
lem,’” said Yahya Cholil Staquf. 
“This (forum) is very important, 
such as restoring the function 
of religion in the international 
diplomacy stage.” 

“We must realize, if Islam 
believes that Adam and Eve 
were the first humans, this 
means we are all brothers. 
Confucianism also states, ‘all 
men at the four corners of the 
ocean are brothers,’” said Budi 
Tanuwibowo, Chairman of the 
Supreme Council of Confucian 
Religion in Indonesia

“The purpose of the G20 Reli-
gion Forum, or R20, is to ensure 
that religion functions as a gen-
uine and dynamic source of 

solutions, rather than problems 
in the 21st Century,” echoed 
K.H. Yahya Cholil Staquf, Gen-
eral Chairman of the Nahdlatul 
Ulama. 

“Through the R20, we hope 
to facilitate the emergence of 
a global movement, in which 
people of good will of every 
faith and nation will help bring 
the world’s geopolitical and 
economic power structures 
into alignment with the high-
est moral and spiritual values, 
for the sake of all humanity,” he 
said.   

Imam Joel Saahir stated, 
“Some of the key quotes during 
the forum that resonate with 
me are: ‘We must base our work 
on human rights and princi-
pals’; and ‘Be frank about differ-
ences, but work for solutions.” 

Imam Saahir also related to 
the statement: “Return [back] 
to the core of humanity.” “Addi-
tionally, I’d like to add that the 
location of Indonesia, while not 
only breathtaking in its natural 
beauty, was more so extreme-
ly beautiful in the example of 
faith, tolerance and coopera-
tion,” said Imam Saahir. 

“With the theme of ‘Reveal-
ing and Nurturing Religion as 
A Source of Global Solutions,’ 
the R20 used this as the con-
centration. We were asked to 
look for the common goals of 
togetherness in what connects 
us, while also looking inside of 
our own faiths at what divides 
us for solutions.”

Imam Saahir continued, 
“There was an overall sense 
of finding humanity in all our 

faiths to allow us to be able to 
work within the G20, finding 
solutions for dialogue between 
world leaders. While under-
standing there are challenges 
that are real, so are the possibil-
ities for through unity. 

“We must look for language 
we share that allows us to work 
with others due to the issues 
that we face being universal to 
all of us.” 

Imam Saahir noted that the 
presenters were able to move 
diverse religious attendees 
“through the chosen tracks 

while bringing thoughtful and 
insightful perspectives.” 

He concluded, “The goal of 
this international summit was 
to spark in all of us the need 
to work not just based on our 
locale but for the world. The 
experience was one of motiva-
tion and focus that the work 
we are doing is more important 
than ever.”

More About Indonesia: Indo-
nesian unity goes beyond reli-
gion. Indonesia, the largest 
majority Muslim country in the 
world, is united by the five prin-
ciples of Pancasila: 1) Belief in 
a One and Only God; 2) Just 
and civilized humanity; 3) The 
unity of Indonesia; 4) Democ-
racy guided by the inner wis-
dom in the unanimity arising 
out of deliberations among rep-
resentatives; 5) Social justice for 
all of people of Indonesia.

(For more information, see Ins-
tagram and Facebook for the R20 
Indonesia 2022.) 




