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ABRAHAMIC

Faiths Initiative

An Invitation to Conversation and Action
(Working Group Document)

In January 2020, Jewish, Christian, and Muslim religious leaders and scholars participated in
an international colloquium in Rome, Italy, focused on fostering mutual understanding,
respect, and cooperation, for the sake of peaceable coexistence. This gathering of
representatives and scholars from Orthodox, Masorti, and Reform Judaism; Roman Catholic,
Orthodox, and Protestant Christianity; and both Sunni and Shia Islam launched an
interreligious, international, interconfessional network called the “Abrahamic Faiths
Initiative” (AFIl). Pope Francis encouraged this initiative during a cordial meeting with the AFI
faith leaders in his residence at Saint Martha’s House in the Vatican. In December 2020, an
expanded virtual dialogue convened to discuss this document and other AFI objectives,
leading to a working group that drafted this invitational guide.

During this process an historic event occurred: in March 2021, Pope Francis travelled as a
“penitent pilgrim” to Abraham’s native land. Hearing the testimony of survivors in the war-
ravaged city of Mosul, the Pope acknowledged and lamented the horrors of religiously
motivated persecution. In Najaf, where Imam Ali bin Abi Talib is buried, he met with
preeminent Shiite religious authority Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani. And in the ancient city of
Ur, which is widely regarded as Abraham’s birthplace, he offered a prayer for the people of
Iraqg: “..grant us a strong faith, a faith that abounds in good works, a faith that opens our
hearts to you and to all our brothers and sisters... Open our hearts to mutual forgiveness and
in this way make us instruments of reconciliation, builders of a more just and fraternal
society.”

e Strive to ensure that our respective faith communities — whether Jewish, Christian, or
Muslim - live and consistently behave in a peaceable, compassionate, and benevolent
manner for the well-being of all:

o within our own communities
o among and between those communities often described as “Abrahamic”

o towards humanity at large.



e Acknowledge and respect the existence of differences between and within our respective
religious traditions. Our differences need not lead to enmity or conflict.

e Counter exploitation of ethnic, religious, political, and other identities to curtail
individual as well as communal hatred and violence.

e Contribute to ajust, peaceful, and harmonious world, founded upon respect for the
inalienable dignity and equal rights of every human being.

e Inspire and encourage networks of Abrahamic faith communities and their leaders, who
are committed to working across religious and confessional lines to make these goals a
reality.

ABRAHAM - A SHARED AND DISPUTED HERITAGE

Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are founded upon the belief in one God. Each religious
tradition relates differently to this sacred reality, while tracing a common, significant part of
their spiritual lineage to Abraham, whose life story, legacy, and impact they narrate and
interpret in differing ways. All too often these differences have been used to legitimize
injustice and conflict among and between followers of the Abrahamic faiths and with
members of other communities.

While we acknowledge the existence of these and other differences, we affirm that such
differences need not lead to enmity and violence. Indeed, respectful and open dialogue
rooted in awareness of our shared humanity and common values paves the way to mutual
understanding, enrichment, and friendship.

There are many commonalities that may serve as the basis for harmonious and fruitful
coexistence between members of the Abrahamic faiths. Too often, we have overlooked these
commonalities among our faiths and the role they can play in fostering peace and respect for
the God-given dignity and equal rights of every human being.

Abraham’s worship of the one holy God, Creator of the entire universe, reminds believers
of their duty to worship Him and respect the whole of His creation, in particular all of
humankind, whose lives are a sacred gift from God.

The divine blessing that flowed through Abraham is a legacy that informs, inspires, and
invites us to open our hearts to God and all humanity.

As Jews, Christians, and Muslims we feel responsible, both individually and collectively, to
manifest this blessing by fostering justice, wellbeing, and dignity for all. Fulfilling this
responsibility is essential to achieve mutual understanding and respect, peaceful
coexistence, and social cohesion among the diverse peoples and nations of the world.



IDENTIFYING AND LIVING OUR COMMON VALUES

Mutual Respect

Out of respect for the God-given dignity of our fellow human beings and concern for the well-
being of all creation, it is our duty to:

e Work for the common good of humanity;

e Counter and prevent manipulation of religion, along with other identities, by those who
seek to foment hatred and violence;

e Protect and preserve the sacred sites, symbols, cemeteries, and places of worship of all
faith communities and those present therein; and

e Care for the earth, our common home.

Honesty and Truth-Seeking

We recognize the value of seeking and acknowledging the truth, in loving service to God and
humanity. Therefore, we strive and encourage all to join us in:

e Recognizing that religious communities and individuals have, historically, engaged in both
noble and ignoble behaviour;

e Owning the dark side of our respective histories, while not allowing our future to be
dictated by the past;

e Looking to and learning from wise and righteous persons who, throughout history, have
embodied and called for the practice of virtue;

e Acknowledging and respecting the existence of religious diversity while recognizing that
some of our respective religious claims are irreconcilable; and

e Practicing and promoting open and honest communication, while respecting the right of
others to hold different views in regards to faith and the nature of the world at large.

Freedom of Conscience, Thought, and Expression
Considering freedom of conscience to be a gift from God, we urge and affirm that:

e No one be compelled to express beliefs or worship in a manner that violates their
conscience and

e Every person has the right to express and manifest their religion or belief in observance,
practice, worship, and teaching, both in public and private, without fear of discrimination
or punishment.



Justice and Compassion

While acknowledging differences in our respective understandings and implementation of
justice, we nonetheless share a belief in a just and compassionate God who requires that we:

Treat others as we wish to be treated;

Advocate for full and equal citizenship for all, regardless of religious affiliation; and

Act with fairness and compassion and seek justice, especially for those unable to claim or
obtain it for themselves.

Knowledge of Self and Others

Recognizing that lack of knowledge, misrepresentation, and misunderstanding can lead to
prejudice, stereotypes, social tensions, and intergroup conflict, we seek and encourage all to:

Develop knowledge of the self and others through continuous learning, reflection, and
listening;

Cultivate knowledge and wisdom that fosters respect for others and for the rich diversity
of their faith traditions and spiritualities;

Engage in honest self-criticism rather than defensively seeking to avoid accurate and
constructive criticism from others;

Inspire curiosity and open-mindedness to overcome complacency, ignorance, and
superficial assumptions; and

Develop an attitude of openness, kindness, and generosity - including a culture of giving
and receiving hospitality — founded on the love of God and His commandment to love
one another.

INVITATION

We invite all who read this document to explore, within and across religious communities,
the shared values and affirmations herein and their implications. We hope this approach will
serve as an inspiration to join together in contributing to justice and peace in this world,
founded upon respect for the God-given dignity of every human being.
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