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U.S. Presidency of the G20 —

An Opportunity to Champion Human Rights
Thursday, March 5, 2026
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Please join the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission for a hearing on the U.S. presidency of
the G20 and opportunities it presents to promote human rights.

On December 1, 2025, the United States assumed the annually-rotating Presidency of the Group
of Twenty (G20), the leading forum for international economic cooperation among the world’s
largest economies. The U.S. G20 Presidency will culminate in a major international summit in
Miami on December 14-15. In addition to the intergovernmental work to promote cooperation in
financial, energy, technology and regulatory policies to drive growth, in the past G20 summits
have generated a large number of parallel civil-society initiatives. These have various degrees of
connection to the governmental summit, and some have found the G20 to be an important occasion
to emphasize the human rights aspects of G20 cooperation.

This hearing will explore how the Trump administration can highlight and drive human rights
issues in connection with the G20 Presidency. Issues to be discussed include religious freedom,
particularly the experience of Indonesia’s 2022 G20 Presidency, which incorporated an R20
International Summit of Religious Leaders as an official Main Event of Indonesia’s G20. The R20
Summit in Bali convened senior religious leaders and scholars from the world’s major faith
traditions to address global challenges, including religious extremism, persecution of religious
minorities, identity-based violence, and threats to human rights posed by Al. Another issue to be
considered is media freedom, which is under regulatory threat in many G20 countries. Witnesses
will offer recommendations for U.S. policy.

e Mary Ann Glendon, Learned Hand Professor of Law (emerita), Harvard Law School;
former U.S. Ambassador to the Holy See

e C. Holland Taylor, Special Advisor for International Affairs to the General Chairman,
Nahdlatul Ulama Central Board; and Deputy Chairman & CEO, Center for Shared
Civilizational Values

e Michael Shellenberger, Founder and President of Environmental Progress; and CBR
Chair of Politics, Censorship, and Free Speech at the University of Austin



