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Indonesia’s Champion of Peace and Human Fraternity:

Yahya Cholil Staquf and His Campaign to Foster Solidarity and Respect
among the Diverse Peoples, Cultures, and Religions of the World

Kyai Haji Yahya Cholil Staquf is a distinguished Muslim scholar and the co-founder of a
global movement (“Humanitarian Islam”) that seeks to recontextualize (i.e., reform) obsolete
tenets of Islamic orthodoxy that enjoin religious hatred, supremacy, and violence, by
restoring rahmah (universal love and compassion) to its rightful place as a primary message
of Islam.

As General Chairman of Indonesia’s Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) — the world’s largest Muslim
organization, with over 100 million followers and 28,000 madrasahs — Mr. Staquf is
bringing the civilizational wisdom and spiritual authority of Islam Nusantara (‘“East Indies
Islam”) to the world stage, as an alternative to the harsh, repressive, and all-too-often violent
understanding and practice of Islam propagated by extremist groups.

In 2023, the Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Centre, headquartered in Amman, Jordan,
named Mr. Staquf the 19""-most influential Muslim in the world.

Mr. Staquf is descended from a long and illustrious line of Javanese ulama (religious
scholars), including the renowned Bisri family of Rembang, Central Java. Educated from
earliest childhood in the formal and esoteric (spiritual) sciences of Islam — by his father,
grandfather and uncle — Mr. Staquf later became a disciple of venerated Islamic scholar and
Chairman of the NU Supreme Council, Kyai Haji Ali Maksum (1915 — 1989), studying
classical Islamic sciences under his direct tutelage at the prestigious al-Munawwir Krapyak
madrasah in Yogyakarta, Indonesia.

KH. Ali Maksum was himself a disciple of Shaykh Umar Hamdan al-Makki (1858 — 1948)
and Shaykh Hasan Masshat al-Makki (1900 — 1979) of Mecca, and mentored several of
Indonesia’s most influential modern figures, including its first democratically elected head of
state, H.E. KH. Abdurrahman Wahid (“Gus Dur,” 1940 — 2009), and Mr. Staquf’s uncle, the
widely revered religious scholar, public intellectual, painter and poet, KH. A. Mustofa Bisri
(“Gus Mus,” 1944 — present), who also served as Chairman of the Nahdlatul Ulama Supreme
Council.

Inspired by President Wahid’s moral and spiritual vision, Mr. Staquf co-founded the U.S.-
based religious entity Bayt ar-Rahmah li ad-Da‘wa al-Islamiyah Rahmatan li al-‘Alamin
(“Home of Divine Grace for Revealing and Nurturing Islam as a Blessing for All Creation™) in
2014, and the Center for Shared Civilizational Values in 2021. These closely affiliated
organizations seek to “prevent the political weaponization of identity; curtail the spread of
communal hatred; promote solidarity and respect among the diverse peoples, cultures, and
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nations of the world; and foster the emergence of a truly just and harmonious world order,
founded upon respect for the equal rights and dignity of every human being.”

In pursuit of these objectives, Mr. Staquf has mobilized a large body of Sunni Muslim
authorities to engage in a wide-ranging, concerted, and explicit project of theological
renewal. A series of historic declarations drafted by Mr. Staquf form the basis for this
renewal, enabling the creation, institutional adoption, publication, and widespread
dissemination of an extensive theological and sociological framework for the reform of
obsolete and problematic tenets within Islamic orthodoxy by Nahdlatul Ulama and its 7-
million-member young adults movement, Gerakan Pemuda Ansor.

Mr. Staquf’s vigorous promotion of rahmah as a basis for peaceful co-existence and conflict
resolution has been hailed by international experts and cited by sponsors of an international
campaign to award the Nobel Peace Prize to NU and Muhammadiyah, Indonesia’s second-
largest Muslim organization. The book Dua Menyemai Damai (Two Peaceful Forces) —
published in January 2019 by Gadjah Mada University in cooperation with Indonesia’s State
Secretariat — describes the 2013 — 2016 Islam Nusantara campaign; the 2016 International
Summit of Moderate Islamic Leaders (ISOMIL) Nahdlatul Ulama Declaration; the
Humanitarian Islam movement (2017 — present); the 2018 Nusantara Manifesto; and Mr.
Staquf’s historic trip to Jerusalem in 2018, which achieved “the seemingly impossible, in
forging a path towards peace [between Israelis and Palestinians], through a mission initiated
by Gus Dur and recently continued by K.H. Yahya Cholil Staquf.”

KH. Yahya Cholil Staquf with Pope Francis at
Casa Santa Marta, the Papal residence
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Mr. Staquf is regularly consulted on a wide range of domestic and international affairs. From
2020 — 2021, he served on Policy Exchange’s 16-member Indo-Pacific Commission —
chaired by former Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper — whose landmark report was
praised by current and former Prime Ministers of Japan, Australia, and the United Kingdom
for its compelling vision of “a reinvigorated community of free and independent nations with
a single overriding goal, namely: to reinforce a sustainable rules-based order in the Indo-
Pacific that is resilient but adaptable to the great power realities of the 21st century.”
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Indonesia, the world’s largest Muslim-majority nation and democracy, lies
at the heart of the strategic Indo-Pacific Region

A key recommendation by KH. Yahya Cholil Staquf, contained in this report, reads:

The Indo-Pacific region enjoys strong, locally derived traditions of religious
pluralism, tolerance and respect for human dignity. Of the three most populous
nations in the IPR — China, India and Indonesia — two are democracies.
Consequently, policy programs that do not reflect the interests, values and beliefs of
electorates will face rejection at the ballot box and cannot achieve region-wide
SUpport.

Building stable, sustainable geostrategic coalitions in the IPR will require, in the
long term, working towards higher degrees of societal consensus within and between
the nations of the Indo-Pacific regarding shared values that enjoy mass support and
are, consequently, strong enough to withstand electoral cycles and survive the
vicissitudes of domestic politics.

To facilitate the emergence of societal consensus, the UK should help establish a
Conference on Strong Societies: a dialogue mechanism that would engage mass,
grassroots organizations across the IPR in a process to determine the “highest
common denominator” regarding shared values upon which regional agreement can


https://policyexchange.org.uk/
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be found. This, in turn, will mobilize public support for a sustainable rules-based
order in the Indo-Pacific that is resilient and adaptable to the great power realities of
the 21st century.

Although the UK Government has not acted on this recommendation, Nahdlatul Ulama,
under Mr. Staquf’s leadership and with the support of Indonesian President Joko Widodo,
has successfully done so by establishing the Center for Shared Civilizational Values (CSCV)
and launching a number of strategic initiatives under the joint auspices of Nahdlatul Ulama
and CSCV, including the G20 Religion Forum (R20) and the ASEAN Intercultural and
Interreligious Dialogue Conference (ASEAN IIDC).
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Nahdlatul Ulama and the Center for Shared Civilizational Values jointly established the G20
Religion Forum (R20) in March 2022 in conjunction with the Indonesian Presidency of the
G20. Heir to the ancient civilizational heritage of maritime Southeast Asia, the Republic of
Indonesia represents a unique amalgam of Islamic, Hindu-Buddhist, Christian, and modern
cultural and religious sensibilities, as reflected in its national motto, Bhinneka Tungal Tka
(“Unity Amid Diversity”).

In the words of Mr. Staquf, Founder and Chairman of the R20:

The purpose of the R20 is to ensure that religion functions as a genuine and dynamic
source of solutions, rather than problems, in the 21st century. Through the R20, we
hope to facilitate the emergence of a global movement, in which people of goodwill of
every faith and nation will help bring the world’s geopolitical and economic power
structures into alignment with the highest moral and spiritual values, for the sake of
all humanity.

The Government of Indonesia incorporated the R20 Summit of International Religious
Leaders into the official program of G20 Main Events. Indonesia’s Nahdlatul Ulama and the
Mecca-based Muslim World League co-hosted the R20 Summit on the ancient Hindu
“Island of the Gods” (Pulau Dewata) from 2 — 3 November 2022 — two weeks before the
17th annual G20 Heads of State and Government Summit, which also took place in Nusa



https://baytarrahmah.org/2022_05_20_center-for-shared-civilizational-values/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2022_05_20_center-for-shared-civilizational-values/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2022_05_20_center-for-shared-civilizational-values/
https://g20religion.org/
https://g20religion.org/
https://youtu.be/0Z6XF4oAdNM
https://baytarrahmah.org/2022_08_14_g20-religion-forum-and-the-muslim-world-league/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2022_08_14_g20-religion-forum-and-the-muslim-world-league/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2022_08_14_g20-religion-forum-and-the-muslim-world-league/
https://youtu.be/PaBEzupV-bk
https://youtu.be/PaBEzupV-bk

5
Dua, Bali. The significance of these developments was subsequently reported by The
Economist, which also noted that the Muslim World League “was long an ideological rival of
NU’s but in recent years has become more moderate.”

On 16 January 2023, British anthropologist Jonathan Benthall published an article exploring
the geopolitical ramifications of the G20 Religion Forum (R20). Appearing in Bulletin de
L’Observatoire International du Religieux, which is affiliated with Sciences Po (the Paris
Institute of Political Studies) and supported by the French Ministry of Armed Forces, the
article concludes that “[i]t would be truly a game changer...if the R20 were to stimulate the
world’s most important religious authorities to reform their traditions from within and
become forces for peace, carrying along with them the huge number of adherents that each of
them could mobilize.”

In a world in which scholarly publications are often slow to reach the printing press and
strikingly expensive, Nahdlatul Ulama, the G20 Religion Forum (R20), and the Center for
Shared Civilizational Values worked closely with Gadjah Mada University Press — the
publishing house of Indonesia’s top university — to release a 428-page edited volume titled
Proceedings of the R20 International Summit of Religious Leaders in Bali, Indonesia, in hard
cover as well as a free and open-access format only nine months after the R20 Summit was
held in Bali.
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Operating on a parallel track, leading Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) scholars have undertaken a
systematic effort to discuss and popularize the concept of “Islamic Jurisprudence for a
Global Civilization” (Arabic: figh al-hadarah/Indonesian: fikih peradaban). First articulated
in the 2018 Nusantara Manifesto co-authored by KH. Yahya Cholil Staquf, who was then
General Secretary of Nahdlatul Ulama, figh al-hadarah is designed to help foster “the
development of a new religious sensibility that reflects the actual circumstances of our
modern civilization, and contributes to the emergence of a truly just and harmonious world
order, founded upon respect for the equal rights and dignity of every human being”
(Nusantara Manifesto, point 173).

The concept of figh al-hadarah was formally adopted by Nahdlatul Ulama along with the
foundational texts of the Humanitarian Islam movement at the 2019 National Conference of
NU_Religious Scholars. This historic gathering of over 20,000 ulama decreed that the
modern nation state is theologically legitimate; that there is no legal category of infidel
(kafir) within a modern nation state, only “fellow citizens”; that Muslims must obey the laws
of any modern nation state in which they dwell; and that Muslims have a religious obligation
to foster peace rather than automatically wage war on behalf of their co-religionists,
whenever conflict erupts between Muslim and non-Muslim populations anywhere in the
world.

Moreover, at the 2019 National Conference of NU Religious Scholars, Nahdlatul Ulama
officially declared that the Document on Human Fraternity — which was jointly issued by
Pope Francis and Grand Shaykh Ahmed al-Tayyeb of al-Azhar on 4 February 2019 during
the Pope’s historic visit to Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates — is consistent with, and
articulates, key elements of the concept of universal human fraternity that the Nahdlatul
Ulama has embraced and strived to implement for over 35 years (ukhuwwah basyariyah, or
ukhuwwah insaniyah).
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Following his election as NU General Chairman in December 2021, KH. Yahya Cholil
Staquf launched a systematic effort to socialize figh al-hadarah_throughout Nahdlatul
Ulama. Between August 2022 and the end of January 2023, the NU Central Board convened
over 240 “study circles” (halagoh) in Indonesia, which were attended by approximately
36,000 ulama, to discuss key aspects of figh al-hadarah.

" L A n

KH. Yahya Cholil Staquf delivering an address on the occasion of Nahdlatul Ulama’s 100% anniversary on
16 Rajab 1444 in the Islamic calendar (7 February 2023)

On 6 February 2023, Nahdlatul Ulama held the First International Convention on Islamic
Jurisprudence for a Global Civilization, which affirmed the need to establish an Islamic legal
(fighi) foundation for global peace and harmony. The following day, at a gathering of nearly
two million NU supporters, the Nahdlatul Ulama Centennial Proclamation was read aloud in
the presence of His Excellency Joko Widodo, President of the Republic of Indonesia, and
broadcast nationwide. The final three paragraphs of this document state:

In the view of Nahdlatul Ulama, the most appropriate and effective means to promote
the wellbeing of Muslims worldwide (al-ummah al-Islamiyyah) is to foster the
wellbeing of all humanity, Muslims and non-Muslims alike, and to acknowledge the
brotherhood of all human beings (ukhuwwah basyariyah).

The Charter of the United Nations and the United Nations Organization are
imperfect, and, indeed, remain problematic to the present day. However, the UN
Charter was intended to end the destructive warfare and savagery that have
characterized international relations throughout human history. Thus, the UN
Charter and United Nations Organization may constitute the strongest available

foundation upon which to develop a new figh for a peaceful and harmonious future
for human civilization.

Rather than aspire and seek to consolidate the world’s Muslim population into a
single unitary state, or caliphate, Nahdlatul Ulama calls upon Muslims to embrace a
new vision and develop a new discourse regarding Islamic jurisprudence, which will
prevent the political weaponization of identity;, curtail the spread of communal


https://baytarrahmah.org/2021_12_24_humanitarian-islam-co-founder-elected-general-chairman-of-nahdlatul-ulama/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2023_01_21_islamic-jurisprudence-for-a-global-civilization/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2023_01_21_islamic-jurisprudence-for-a-global-civilization/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2023_01_21_islamic-jurisprudence-for-a-global-civilization/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2023_01_21_islamic-jurisprudence-for-a-global-civilization/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2023_02_06_first-international-convention-on-islamic-jurisprudence-for-a-global-civilization/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2023_02_06_first-international-convention-on-islamic-jurisprudence-for-a-global-civilization/
https://g20religion.org/media/2023/Is-There-a-Need-to-Establish-an-Islamic-Legal_Fiqhi_Foundation-for-Global-Peace-and-Harmony.pdf
https://g20religion.org/media/2023/Nahdlatul-Ulama-Centennial-Proclamation.pdf

hatred; promote solidarity and respect among the diverse peoples, cultures, and
nations of the world; and foster the emergence of a truly just and harmonious world
order, founded upon respect for the equal rights and dignity of every human being.
Such a vision will serve to fulfil the purposes of shari ‘ah.

[lustrating the ability of Nahdlatul Ulama to project strategic influence into the Middle East,
on 16 February 2023, one of the oldest and most respected newspapers in the Arab world
hailed Nahdlatul Ulama’s project “to transform Islam from a problem — as it is in many
nations — into a solution.” In the words of Mohamed Abu al-Fadl, deputy editor of al-
Ahram, “NU inevitably faces great challenges, and deserves support. For Nahdlatul Ulama’s
project is not only consistent with a rules-based international order and the Charter of the
United Nations, but could clearly serve the interests of Arab governments that are locked in
an unavoidable confrontation with extremist ideas.”
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Under Mr. Staquf’s leadership, Nahdlatul Ulama has for the first time in its 100-year history
appointed women to its Central Board. In addition, NU has authorized female religious
scholars to directly address issues related to Islamic law by opening participation in
Lembaga Bahtsul Masa’il (LBM) — a high-level decision-making body — to women.

A prestigious division of Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), LBM is composed of prominent ulama
whose knowledge and mastery of figh (Islamic jurisprudence) qualifies them to issue
authoritative rulings on matters of practical and immediate concern to Muslims. Historically,
throughout the Muslim world, the authority to issue fatwas has, with rare exceptions, been
conferred exclusively upon men.

As al-Jazeera reported on 19 March 2022:

Indonesia’s Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), the world’s largest Islamic organisation, has
welcomed women into its top leadership roles for the first time since it was founded
nearly 100 years ago....

The appointments are an indication of how NU [General Chairman] Yahya Cholil
Staquf, who was elected last December, plans to modernise an organisation that was
founded in 1926 and has long been seen as a champion of religious tolerance in the
archipelago.

ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights (APHR) also highlighted the significance of
this development. According to Eva Sundari, a former Indonesian Member of Parliament
and an APHR board member, “The appointment of women to Nahdlatul Ulama’s Executive
Board is an important acknowledgement of the immense achievements of NU women on
freedom of religion or belief. I am optimistic that the inclusion of women’s voices into the
leadership of NU will open the door to even greater contributions by women in the future.”


https://baytarrahmah.org/2023_02_16_al-ahram/
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Alissa Wahid, daughter of former NU Chairman and Indonesian President KH. Abdurrahman Wahid, is among
the women Mr. Staquf appointed to the Nahdlatul Ulama Central Board in January 2022.

With strong backing from Nahdlatul Ulama, in February of 2022 the Government of
Indonesia restored active Hindu and Buddhist worship at UNESCO World Heritage sites
Prambanan and Borobudur. The decision came at the initiative of Indonesia’s Minister of
Religious Affairs, His Excellency Yaqut Cholil Qoumas, who is Mr. Staquf’s younger
brother. As leader of Nahdlatul Ulama’s 7-million-member young adults movement,
Gerakan Pemuda Ansor, Mr. Qoumas has long played an active role in protecting religious
minorities from intimidation and violence perpetrated by extremists.

The restoration of Hindu and Buddhist worship at the great temple complexes of Prambanan
and Borobudur reflects the compassionate spirit of Islam Nusantara (“East Indies, or
Humanitarian, Islam”) and offers a glimmer of hope amid the widespread destruction of
religious and cultural sites across the world.
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In mid-2023, Nahdlatul Ulama and the Center for Shared Civilizational Values established
the ASEAN Intercultural and Interreligious Dialogue Conference (ASEAN IIDC), to serve as
a permanent dialogue mechanism through which religious and cultural leaders from every
ASEAN Member State, as well as from ASEAN Plus and other nations, may “cooperate to
revitalize the civilizational mentality, or worldview, that was long characteristic of
Southeast Asia prior to the modern era. This civilizational mentality is characterized by a
willingness to accept differences while preserving and strengthening harmony among
society’s diverse elements.”

On 7 August 2023, senior religious and cultural figures from across South and Southeast
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9
Asia convened with the leadership of Nahdlatul Ulama, the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), and the Government of Indonesia to chart a course for the region’s re-
emergence as a cohesive, vital, and proactive civilizational sphere.

Hosted by Nahdlatul Ulama with the full support of the Government of Indonesia and the
ASEAN Secretariat, the two-day ASEAN Intercultural and Interreligious Dialogue
Conference (IIDC) offered a striking demonstration of broad institutional, popular, and
governmental backing for a regional strategy pioneered by NU leaders and the Center for
Shared Civilizational Values (CSCV), known as the “Ashoka Approach.” In a keynote
address delivered before assembled religious, cultural, and political leaders, His Excellency
Joko Widodo, President of the Republic of Indonesia, stated:

I am convinced that ASEAN is capable of becoming a catalyst for peace, a “caring
and sharing community,” not merely an epicentrum of growth, but an epicentrum of
harmony that maintains regional stability and fosters peace worldwide. In keeping
with this vision, I warmly welcome the constructive role being played by religious
and cultural leaders throughout ASEAN who are participating in the ASEAN
Intercultural and Interreligious Dialogue Conference 2023 — a strategic initiative of
Nahdlatul Ulama and the Republic of Indonesia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Monday, August 7, 2023
gw B‘M d Floo
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T

KH. Yahya Cholil Staquf described the ASEAN IIDC’s vision and mission by stating:

We have launched the ASEAN Intercultural and Interreligious Dialogue Conference in
order to begin consolidating a vast constituency upon the basis of shared
civilizational values, capable of fostering peace, tolerance, and harmony throughout
ASEAN and, God willing, of inspiring a similar dynamic worldwide.

As the ASEAN IIDC Jakarta Declaration states,

[W]e — religious and cultural leaders from every ASEAN Member State, as well as


https://civilizationalvalues.org/the-ashoka-approach/
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from ASEAN Plus and other nations — do hereby:

i. Agree to assume shared responsibility to foster an inclusive, sustainable,
resilient, dynamic, and harmonious ASEAN community that is capable of
peacefully navigating current and future challenges within the region and
beyond;

ii.  Invite other religious, cultural, and political leaders, as well as people of
goodwill of every faith and nation, to join in transforming Southeast Asia into
an epicentrum of harmony based on a legacy of shared civilizational values,
and

iii.  Pledge to cooperate in consolidating the ASEAN region as a cohesive, vital,
and proactive civilizational sphere, which functions as a powerful,
independent pillar of support for a rules-based international order.

On 5 — 7 September 2023, the Heads of State/Government of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations gathered in Jakarta, Indonesia, for the 43rd ASEAN Summit under the
Chairmanship of the Republic of Indonesia. In the Chairman’s Statement that concluded the
ASEAN Summit, ASEAN Heads of State and Government explicitly acknowledged the
value of the ASEAN IIDC and its outcomes:

We, the Heads of State/Government of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), gathered in Jakarta, Indonesia, on 5 September 2023 for the 43" ASEAN
Summit under the Chairmanship of the Republic of Indonesia, with the theme
“ASEAN Matters: Epicentrum of Growth.” The Summit was chaired by HE. Joko
Widodo, President of the Republic of Indonesia, and convened in accordance with the
ASEAN Charter....

We reaffirmed the importance of fostering the values of an inclusive, sustainable,
resilient, dynamic, and harmonious ASEAN Community through facilitating a greater
understanding of shared civilisational values derived from the ASEAN region’s
culture and religions, and commended the convening of the ASEAN Intercultural and
Interreligious Dialogue Conference 2023 with the theme “ASEAN Shared
Civilizational Values: Building an Epicentrum of Harmony to Foster Peace, Security,
and Economic Prosperity,” in Jakarta on 7 August 2023, and recognised the values
of its outcomes (points 1 and 122 of the Chairman’s Statement of the 43" ASEAN
Summit).
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Under the leadership of KH. Yahya Cholil Staquf and his predecessor, former NU Chairman
and Indonesian president H.E. KH. Abdurrahman Wahid, Nahdlatul Ulama has long worked
with a group of closely affiliated organizations, including Gerakan Pemuda Ansor, the NU’s
7-million-member young adults movement; Bayt ar-Rahmah, which helps coordinate the
global expansion of NU activities; LibForAll Foundation; the Center for Shared
Civilizational Values; and the Humanitarian Islam movement.

Nahdlatul Ulama and these affiliated organizations “are moving systematically, and
institutionally, to address obsolete and problematic (i.e., historically-contingent, or
mutaghayyirat) elements within Islamic orthodoxy that lend themselves to tyranny, while
positioning these efforts within a much broader initiative to reject any and all forms of


https://civilizationalvalues.org/media/2023/Chairmans-Statement-of-the-43rd-ASEAN-Summit_2023.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhvNcIFDpUw
http://baytarrahmah.org/
http://libforall.org/
https://baytarrahmah.org/humanitarian-islam/
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tyranny, and foster the emergence of a global civilization endowed with nobility of
character” (Nusantara Manifesto, point 11).

This reform process has attracted the attention and support of major institutions across the
globe, which have endorsed the Humanitarian Islam movement and its efforts to preserve
and strengthen a rules-based international order founded upon universal ethics and
humanitarian values. These allies include the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) —
representing over 600 million Evangelical Protestants in 140 countries worldwide — which
has endorsed the Humanitarian Islam movement as an essential vehicle for peacefully and
definitively resolving “the Muslim-Christian clash of civilizations, which started almost
1,500 years ago.”

Thomas K. Johnson

Humanitarian Islam,

Evangelical Christianity, and the
Clash of Civilizations

A New Partnership for Peace and Religious Freedom
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In Catholic circles, Pope Francis and the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue have
formally engaged Humanitarian Islam leaders on multiple occasions. Reflecting on the
theological depth and potential impact of Humanitarian Islam, Notre Dame professor Daniel
Philpott has compared Humanitarian Islam co-founder Yahya Cholil Staquf to Jesuit
theologian John Courtney Murray (1904 — 1967), who played a vital role in laying the
philosophical and theological foundations for Dignitatis humanae, the Church’s formal
affirmation of religious liberty adopted at Vatican II.

Emerging from a comprehensive analysis of the religious freedom landscape in South and
Southeast Asia, the Washington DC-based Religious Freedom Institute issued a report in
August of 2020, whose central finding was that “Bayt ar-Rahmah’s devout Muslim leaders
[including Mr. Staquf] represent the most theologically potent and operationally effective
actors promoting religious liberty in the Islamic world today.” The report’s primary author,
Dr. Timothy S. Shah, subsequently joined the Center for Shared Civilizational Values as a
founding board member and its Director of Strategic Initiatives.

Nahdlatul Ulama and the Humanitarian Islam movement have direct access to the world’s
largest political network — Centrist Democrat International (formerly Christian Democrat
International, or CDI) — via Indonesia’s largest Islamic political party, PKB, which was
founded by senior NU leaders, including H.E. KH. Abdurrahman Wahid and KH. A.
Mustofa Bisri, who serves as the Center for Shared Civilizational Values’ Chairman of the
Board.


https://baytarrahmah.org/2021_03_05_humanitarian-islam-evangelical-christianity-and-the-clash-of-civilizations/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2020_01_16_abrahamic-faiths-initiative/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2023_02_13_doctor-honoris-causa/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2020_07_23_islam-and-the-disappearing-people/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2020_08_14_indonesia-religious-freedom-landscape-report/
https://baytarrahmah.org/2019_11_21_top-eu-figures-welcome-leaders-of-the-humanitarian-islam-movement/
https://civilizationalvalues.org/mustofa-bisri-biography/
https://civilizationalvalues.org/mustofa-bisri-biography/
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Working closely with Mr. Staquf and his colleague, Humanitarian Islam/CSCV co-founder
C. Holland Taylor, Centrist Democrat International has adopted six resolutions that:

Endorse Humanitarian Islam’s theological framework;

Affirm that “Western humanism, Christian democracy and Humanitarian Islam are
kindred traditions”;

Call for “a 21st century alliance to promote a rules-based international order founded
upon universal ethics and humanitarian values”;

Recognize that “the foundational texts of the Humanitarian Islam movement represent a
comprehensive affirmation of these universal values from within the Islamic tradition,
including the principle of rahmah (universal love and compassion)”; and

Encourage CDI member parties “to join Nahdlatul Ulama and the Government of
Indonesia in facilitating ‘the emergence of a global movement, in which people of
goodwill of every faith and nation will help bring the world’s geopolitical and economic
power structures into alignment with the highest moral and spiritual values, for the sake of
all humanity’ (Kyai Haji Yahya Cholil Staquf, General Chairman of the Nahdlatul Ulama
Central Board and Founding Chairman of the R20).”

Humanitarian Islam represents the crucial “missing element” in the struggle to defeat the
scourge of Islamist terror and extremism worldwide, as jihadist doctrine, goals, and strategy
can be readily traced to specific tenets of orthodox, authoritative Islam and its historic

practice, including those portions of figh (classical Islamic law, also known as shari ‘ah) that
enjoin Islamic supremacy, encourage enmity towards non-Muslims, and require the
establishment of a universal Islamic state, or caliphate.

o O 0 O 0
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“Humanitarian Islam... provides a model for an Islam that is accepting of differences, that
profoundly honors nature, and that cooperates with the best of non-Islamic cultures. It is an
Islam that does not create enemies, that is self-assured but not aggressive, that lets virtue
speak for itself.”

~ “Stirrings of Humanitarian Islam,” Huffington Post

“Spreading unity through song in one of the world’s most divided cities”

~ Asia Society, “Game Changer Award”

“[T]he opening salvo in a global campaign by the world’s largest Muslim group to challenge
[Islamic State] ideology head-on.”

~ “From Indonesia, a Muslim Challenge to the Ideology of the Islamic State”
The New York Times

“Nahdlatul Ulama is now poised to export its collective wisdom and experience throughout
the world, for the benefit of humanity.”

~ al-Ahram (Egypt)


https://baytarrahmah.org/c-holland-taylor-biography/
https://www.baytarrahmah.org/media/2019/IDC-CDI_Resolution-on-Human-Fraternity-and-Global-Civilization.pdf
https://www.baytarrahmah.org/media/2019/CDI_Resolution-on-ethics-and-values-that-should-guide-the-exercise-of-power.pdf
https://www.baytarrahmah.org/media/2020/CDI_Resolution-on-promoting-a-rules-based-international-order-founded-upon-universal-ethics-and-humanitarian-values.pdf
https://www.baytarrahmah.org/media/2020/CDI_Resolution-on-promoting-solidarity-and-respect.pdf
https://www.baytarrahmah.org/media/2023/CDI_Resolution-on-G20-Religion-Forum-(R20).pdf
https://www.baytarrahmah.org/media/2021/wsj_How-to-Make-the-Islamic-World-Less-Radical_01-14-21.pdf
http://www.libforall.org/lfa/media/2016/Strategic-Review_Theology-matters-The-case-of-jihadi-Islam_Jul-Sep-2016_highlighted.pdf
https://www.baytarrahmah.org/media/2017/huffingtonpost_stirrings-of-a-humanitarian-islam_05-29-17.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZzK29_V8jQ
https://www.baytarrahmah.org/media/2015/nyt_From-Indonesia-a-Muslim-Challenge-to-the-Ideology-of-the-Islamic-State_11-26-15.pdf
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Indonesians Seek to Export a
Modernized Vision of Islam

The youth wing of Nahdlatul Ulama, an Indonesian Islamic
group, is pressing governments around the world to bring
Islamic law into line with 21st-century norms.

by Joe Cochrane

JAKARTA, Indonesia — The imposing. six-foot-tall painting
is a potent symbol of modern Indonesian history: the
country’s founding father, Sukarno, cradling a dead
barefoot rebel killed by Dutch colonial forces amid rice
fields and smoldering volcances in late-1940s Java

The fighter's shirt draws -
but so does a necklace dangling from the body: a Christian
cross. worn by the independence martyr for the world's
most populous Muslim-majority nation

The 2006 painting has become the symbol of a global
initiative by the Indonesian youth wing of Nahdlatul Ulama
the largest mass Islamic organization in the world. that
seeks to reinterpret Islamic law dating from the Middle
Ages in ways that conform to 21st-century norms.

2017 New York Times article about the Humanitarian Islam movement and its symbol, a
painting that portrays Indonesia’s founding leader, Sukarno, cradling the corpse
of an independence fighter wearing a Christian cross

“Indonesia has the largest Muslim population in the world, yet the country and its forms of
Islam, especially Humanitarian Islam, are too little known. This is especially tragic since this
may be the most important movement in the Islamic world, and it is engaged in active
alliance with Christians and others.”

~ Paul Marshall, Wilson Distinguished Professor of Religious Freedom at
Baylor University, and Senior Fellow at the Religious Freedom Institute

“The leader of the largest independent Muslim organization in the world met Pope Francis
this week to present his vision for a more peaceful future and greater human fraternity.”

~ Catholic News Agency

“The launching of this book [Proceedings of the R20 International Summit of Religious
Leaders in Bali, Indonesia]... is nothing less than a transformative moment in contemporary
world affairs. The book provides a breathtaking overview of the ideas and exchanges
animating the most comprehensive meeting of religious leaders from around the world ever
organized.”

~ Robert Hefner, President of the American Institute for Indonesian Studies

“Islamic Cleric Preaches Compassion Between Israelis and Palestinians.”

~ The Jerusalem Post

“The evening — sponsored by the Tower of David Museum and Jerusalem.com with the
cooperation of the Interfaith Encounter Association and more than 50 other local and
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international dialogue and interfaith organizations — was held in honor of Kyai Haji Yahya
Cholil Staquf of Indonesia, head of... Nahdlatul Ulama, the world’s largest Muslim
organization.”

~ “Three Faiths, Three Languages, One Love in Jerusalem’s Old City,” Jewish Journal

“After visiting Israel and meeting with PM Netanyahu, Indonesian cleric Yahya Cholil
Staquf has received criticism at home. In a Deutsche Welle interview, he said that a
‘reinterpretation’ of Islam is necessary for peace... ‘I ask clerics from all religions to think
about what solutions religion can offer to various conflicts that are engulfing the world
today. Religion is often used as [a] justification and even weapon for conflict. Is religion
really just for this or does it offer a solution?’”

~ “Indonesian cleric: ‘Islamic recontextualization’ needed for Israel-Palestine peace,”
Deutsche Welle

“[Secretary of State Michael] Pompeo’s Indonesia visit to focus on Muslim youth group and
engaging with ‘humanitarian Islam.””

~ South China Morning Post

“Of Indonesia’s 220 million Muslims, far fewer have left to join the Islamic State than in
Tunisia or Saudi Arabia or, for that matter, Germany.”

~ “Indonesia’s Secret: In the Kingdom of Gentle Islam,” Der Spiegel

“This month in Bali, Indonesia, the G20 Summit held its first annual Religion Forum, the
‘R20.” On November 2 and 3, over four hundred Hindu, Buddhist, Shinto, Jewish, Christian,
and Muslim leaders and scholars gathered to discuss how religion can function as a source of
global solutions, rather than problems, in the twenty-first century. The G20’s decision to
acknowledge the role of religion in geopolitical deliberations was refreshing, as international
policy discussions tend to focus on how the world’s religions cause division rather than on
how they can contribute to healthy societies.”

~ Mary Ann Glendon, former US Ambassador to the Holy See,
author, and Harvard Law Professor
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On 10 April 2019 in Brussels, the Executive Committee of the world’s largest political
network, Centrist Democrat International, unanimously adopted a resolution drafted by
senior Nahdlatul Ulama leaders and submitted by Indonesia’s largest Islamic political party,
titled Resolution on acknowledging that universal human fraternity is essential to the
emergence of a global civilization founded upon respect for the equal rights and dignity of
every human being. This resolution concludes:

The IDC-CDI states the following:

* We endorse the universal principles and aspirations articulated in the Document on
Human Fraternity and the following declarations produced by the Nahdlatul Ulama and
its young adults movement, Gerakan Pemuda Ansor: the ISOMIL Nahdlatul Ulama
Declaration (2016); the First Global Unity Forum Declaration (2016); the Gerakan


https://www.baytarrahmah.org/media/2019/IDC-CDI_Resolution-on-Human-Fraternity-and-Global-Civilization.pdf
https://www.baytarrahmah.org/media/2019/IDC-CDI_Resolution-on-Human-Fraternity-and-Global-Civilization.pdf
https://www.baytarrahmah.org/media/2019/IDC-CDI_Resolution-on-Human-Fraternity-and-Global-Civilization.pdf
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Pemuda Ansor Declaration on Humanitarian Islam (2017); the Nusantara Statement and
the Nusantara Manifesto (2018);

We commend the Vatican, al-Azhar University, Nahdlatul Ulama and Gerakan Pemuda
Ansor for their respective actions in promulgating these documents,

We advise IDC-CDI member parties to encourage the study and wide dissemination of
these documents within their respective governments and among party members and
society at large;

We believe that the widespread dissemination and study of these documents will serve to
reduce all forms of ethnic and religious prejudice, discrimination, hatred and violence
and thus foster the emergence of a global civilization founded upon respect for the equal
rights and dignity of every human being.

O 0, 0, 0 0
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His Holiness Pope Francis

Bishop of Rome and Supreme Pontiff of the Roman
Catholic Church

Letter of Greeting to the Opening Plenary of
the R20 Summit in Bali, Indonesia
2 November 2022

| offer my cordial greetings to all taking part in the G20 Religious Forum and |
express my gratitude to those who have organized this event.

Your meeting in Bali, which precedes the G20 Summit, provides a fitting
opportunity to reflect together, as religious leaders and representatives, on
certain pressing issues and needs of our time. Prominent among these is the
question of the role religions can play in finding solutions to the crises that
nowadays affect not only individuals, but also entire peoples, countries, and the
international community. For amid a globalized society, “the great religious and
wisdom traditions are called to testify to the existence of a shared spiritual and
moral patrimony, based on two principles: transcendence and fraternity”
(Reading of the Final Declaration and Conclusion of the Congress, Nur-Sultan,
15 September 2022). . ..

[TIhe highest human aspirations cannot be excluded from public life and
relegated merely to the private sphere. Men and women everywhere, though
belonging to different cultures, languages and religious traditions, ask the
same fundamental questions: Who am I? Where did | come from? Why is there
injustice, evil and death in the world? What is there after this life? Faced with
these questions, the world’s religions call us to look beyond the illusion of our
own self-sufficiency and raise our vision to what is above, to the God who
created us to be one human family and who offers life and hope to all.

[12]



Sadly, the world is increasingly marked by the neglect of God and by abuses
committed in his name. We must affirm that extremism, radicalism, terrorism
and all other incentives to hatred, hostility, violence and war, whatever

[13]



their motivations or goals, have nothing to do with the authentic spirit of
religion and must be rejected in the most decisive terms possible. Instead, it
is our responsibility, as individual believers and as leaders of our respective
communities, to foster the paths of mutual dialogue, love and reconciliation
that lead to peace and conformity with the plan of the Almighty. In this regard,
religion, far from being a cause of the various crises we face today, is instead part
of their solution.

| trust, therefore, that your deliberations during this Religious Forum will, in
a spirit of mutual dialogue, benefit the common good by recalling to men and
women everywhere God's providential care for all that he has made and the
need to enhance the bonds of fraternal solidarity. In this way, your work can
contribute to resolving the various crises that confront the human family and
thus truly serve the good of our brothers and sisters.

[14]



