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The Muslim 500 — 2026

Yahya Cholil Staquf is ranked among the world’s
most influential Muslim leaders for the fourth consecutive year

“His leadership positions NU as a counterweight to extremism, offering a vision
of Islam rooted in tradition, inclusivity, and peace... a model of moderate

religious authority for the Muslim world.”

~ The Muslim 500
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AMMAN, Jordan, 1 January 2026 — For the fourth year running, the world’s premier index
of Muslim power and influence, The Muslim 500, has ranked Nahdlatul Ulama Chairman KH.
Yahya Cholil Staquf among the 20 most influential Muslims on earth.

Atnumber 19, Mr. Staqufis ranked four places behind Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto
(ranked number 15), and five behind Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman of Saudi Arabia,
who is ranked number 14. Notably, he is judged to be more influential than Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, who governs the Arab world’s most populous state (ranked number 22).

KH. A. Mustofa Bisri, former head of the Nahdlatul Ulama Supreme Council and Chairman of
the Center for Shared Civilizational Values, was selected in the report to represent Indonesia
under the “scholarly” category, with the The Muslim 500 stating that “These scholars, thinkers,
and educators are well-respected leaders who have made significant contributions to the study
and cultivation of Islamic knowledge and Muslim culture.” This is the sixteenth consecutive
year that Kyai Bisri has been named as one of the world’s most influential Muslims.

The Muslim 500 is published by The Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Centre, a research
entity affiliated with the Royal Aal al-Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought, headquartered
in Amman, capital of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.



https://civilizationalvalues.org/media/2026/The-Muslim-500_2026-edition_Sheikh-Yahya-Cholil-Staquf.pdf
https://civilizationalvalues.org/mustofa-bisri-biography/
https://www.aalalbayt.org/?lang=ar

Mr. Staquf’s Muslim 500 profile may be read in full below.
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Jor conflict”
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Yahya Cholil Staquf

General Chairman of Indonesia’s Nahdlatul Ulama

Yahya Cholil Staqufscrvcs as the General Chairman
of the Nahdlatul Ulama (NU} Central Board, the
world’s largcsr Muslim organisation with more than
90 million members and over 21,000 madrasahs. Un-
der his lcadcrshil:h the NU continues to cha.mpinn a
traditionalist, moderate, and compassionate form of
Sunni Islam. Founded in 1926, the NU's teachings
cmphasisc that the essence of Islam is universal love,
mercy, and service to humanity. Staquf’s influcnce
extends across Indonesia and into the glnba] stage,
making him a central figure in shaping modern Is-
lamic discourse.

Personal Education and Lineage: Born in Rem-
bang, Ceneral Java, Staquf comes from a distin-
guished family of Javanese ulema. His grandfather,
KH Bisri Musthofa, was a revered scholar and author
of numerous religions works, while his father, KH
Cholil Bisri, was a leading NU figure and member of
Indonesia’s parliament. From an carly age, Staquf was
immersed in Islamic education and spiritua] practice.
He studied under KH Ali Maksum, a r-:spcctcd NU
leader, and was decply influenced by KH Abdurrah-
man Wahid (Gus Dur), the former NU chairman
and Indonesia’s first dcmocran'caﬂy elected pres-
ident. Gus Dur’s vision of P]u.ralisrn, dtmo-cra:)q
and rcligious tolerance continues to s]‘lapc Staquf’s
lcad-:rs]'lip.

Head of an Expansive Network: The Nahdlatul Ul-
ama’s reach is vast. Its structure includes 30 regional
boards, 339 branch boards, 12 special branches over-
scas, more than 2,600 representative councils, and
over 37,000 sub-branches. Through this nerwork,
NU operates pesantren (Islamic boarding schools),
universitics, hnspita]s, and chariries that impact mil-
lions of Indonesians. Staquf oversees this sprawling
institution, guiding it through Indonesia’s shifting
political landscape. Under his leadership, NU con-
tinues to advocate for the doctrine of Ab! al-Sunnak
wal-Jamaab, rooted in classical Islamic jurispru-
dence and Sufism, while adapting to the needs of
modern society.

Traditionalism and Social Reform: Nahdlaml
Ulama disrin.guishcs itself from other Islamic mowve-
ments in Indonesia, Parricula.rly modernist and Isla-
mist groups, b)' upholdin.g traditional practices while
engaging in maodern reform. Staqufpromatcs “Islam
Nusantara” (Islam of the Archipclago), which em-
phasizcs Indonesia’s unique cultural and historical

context in interpreting Islam. This model stresses
tolerance, coexistence, and rejection of extremism.
Under Sraclu{'-'s lcadcrship, WU continues to Pus]‘l
for social justice, anti-corruption initiatives, women’s
empowerment, and poverty alleviation. Its schools

and lmspirals play a critical role in rural communi-

tics, embodying Islam’s call to serve the vulnerable.

National and International Role: Beyond his role
in N'U, Staquf has been active in Indonesia’s govern-
ance and diplomacy. He served on President Joko
Widodos Presidential Advisory Council, where he
advised on r-:ligl'aus and international affairs. Glob-
ally, Staquf has been instrumental in promoting
MU' vision of a pluralistic and compassionate Is-
lam. He co-founded the US.-based Bayt ar-Rahmah
and the Center for Shared Civilizational Values in
2021, both designed to expand NU's intellecrual and
spiritual influence in North America, Europe, and
the Middle Ease. His work aims to counter extremist
idcologics by offering Islam Nusantara as a model of
coexistence.

Challenges and Legacy: As General Chairman,
Staquf faces challenges from rising religious intol-
erance in Indonesia, secrarian tensions, and global
Islamophobia. Yet his leadership positions NU as
a counterweight to extremism, offering a vision of
Islam rooted in tradition, inclusivity, and peace. By
cambining grassroots engagement in Indonesia with
international outreach, he is s]'lapin.g the future of Ts-
lam Nusantara as a model of moderate rcligious au-
t]'lority for the Muslim world.

The Gaza Genocide: Staquf has spoken out strongly
against Isracl’s assault on Gaza, dcscribing the actions
as inhumane and contrary to universal Principl-:s of
justicc,Undcr his lcadcrs]'lip. NU has jm'n-:d Indo-
nesian civil society in cond-:mning what it calls the
“collective punishment” of Palestinians.
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Click here to download a PDF of Shaykh Yahya Cholil Staquf’s profile in The Muslim 500


https://civilizationalvalues.org/media/2026/The-Muslim-500_2026-edition_Sheikh-Yahya-Cholil-Staquf.pdf

